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1. Introduction




Details of the study

« The study was conducted by Arci Nueva Associazione Comitato
Provinciale di Chieti and Informagiovani Vasto for the project
»involving young people with fewer opportunities in the decision
making process”, a project developed in partnership by: APDD -
Agenda 21, Ilfov County Council, from Romania, Arci Nueva
Associazione Comitato Provinciale di Chieti and Informagiovani
Vasto, from Italy.

« The project is financed by the European Commission, through the
”Youth in Action” Programme.

« Between December 2011 and February 2012, a team of 18
volunteers interviewed a sample of 401 people, representative for
the population of young people aged between 15-35 years old from
the target group of the project: young people facing employment
difficulties.

« Structures interview with close and open-ended questions.



Research objectives

* Identifying the level of understanding of the concept of participation
by the selected target group

» Establishing the competences that needs to be developed in order for
young people to be able to actively participate and take initiative

» Identifying who are the main actors involved in the process of
participation in the selected communities

* Assessing the importance young people give to these actors in their
communities

* ldentifying the main structures of participation of young people in
their communities

» Analyzing the level of accessibility of young people to these
structures

 Analyzing the perception young people have on volunteering as a
means of participation



2. Profile of the respondents




Sample structure based on age

M 13-15 anni
M 16-19 anni
i 20-25 anni
M 26-30 anni

13-15 anni 30
16-19 anni 197
20-25 anni 90

26-30 anni 84




Sample structure based on gender

M Maschio
M Femmina




Sample structure based on where they come
from

M In centro

M In periferia/contrada




Sample structure based on occupation

M Studente
M Disoccupato

M Lavoratore




3. The concept of participation
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The majority thinks that participation means to take
part to an activity

Based on the question “Che cosa significa per te “partecipazione”” (open question)
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Participation is most often perceived as voting

Based on the question “Quale delle seguenti affermazioni ritieni che possano essere indicate come forme di partecipazione?”

Risposta: Si

Lavorare in fabbrica

Prendere parte agli incontri con le autorita pubbliche

Partecipare alle valutazioni sul lavoro delle autorita pubbliche
Prendere parte alle attivita extra-curriculari a scuola

Partecipare ai seminari/fincontri formativi/attivita extra-curriculari
Prendere parte alla raccolta fondi delle campagne di sensibilizzazione
Volontariato nell'associazionismo

Essere interessati alla vita politica e sociale della propria comunita
Impegnarsi nelle strutture di rappresentanza giovanile

Organizzare progetti per la comunita

Volontariato per la comunita

Dire la propria opinione quando occorre prendere una decisione

Votare

F 16,95%

53,45%
53,58%

54,02%

— 54,89%
— 57,59%
— 60,92%
— 68,68%

73,28%

80,46%

81,32%

83,62%

5,34%




Taking part to awareness raising campaigns is the activity most often
identified as not being a form of participation

Based on the question “Quale delle seguenti affermazioni ritieni che possano essere indicate come forme di partecipazione?”
Risposta: No

Prendere parte alla raccolta fondi delle campagne di sensibilizzazione 59,77%

Organizzare progetti per la comunita 27,30%

Essere interessati alla vita politica e sociale della propria comunita 26,44%

Prendere parte agli incontri con le autorita pubbliche 24,93%

Partecipare ai seminari/incontri formativi/attivita extra-curriculari 24,43%
Volontariato nell'associazionismo 23,50%
Dire la propria opinione quando occorre prendere una decisione 17,53%

Lavorare in fabbrica 15,80%
Partecipare alle valutazioni sul lavoro delle autorita pubbliche 10,63%
Prendere parte alle attivita extra-curriculari a scuola 9,77%
Votare 9,77%
Impegnarsi nelle strutture di rappresentanza giovanile 9,20%

Volontariato per la comunita 7,47%



The activity which confuses young people most on whether it is or it isn’t a form
of participation is “taking part to awareness raising campaigns”.

Based on the question “Quale delle seguenti affermazioni ritieni che possano essere indicate come forme di partecipazione?”
Risposta: Non so

Prendere parte alla raccolta fondi delle campagne di

o . 23,28%
sensibilizzazione

Dire la propria opinione quando occorre prendere una decisione 21,55%
Prendere parte agli incontri con le autorita pubbliche 21,49%
Partecipare ai seminari/incontri formativi/attivita extra-curriculari 20,69%
Essere interessati alla vita politica e sociale della propria comunita 20,11%
Volontariato nell'associazionismo 18,91%
Organizzare progetti per la comunita 18,68%
Partecipare alle valutazioni sul lavoro delle autorita pubbliche 16,09%
Lavorare in fabbrica 15,52%
Volontariato per la comunita 11,21%
Impegnarsi nelle strutture di rappresentanza giovanile 10,34%
Prendere parte alle attivita extra-curriculari a scuola 6,61%

Votare 4.89%



4. The main actors involved in the decision
making process
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The most important actors seem to be the young
people themselves, followed by the youth

Based on the question “How do you believe has the most important role in youth participation?” (open question)
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Young people have the most important role in the
participation of young people

Based on the question “For each of the actors below please indicate the level your feel is the most relevant to
their role in youth participation?”

[ Role ]

[ Unimportant ] [ important ]

Political parties 55’75% | _ 44,25%

Youth reprssentative structures outside the school 24,43% | _ 75,57%
Youth representative structures inside the school 30,46% | I _ 69,54%
Parents 36,60% | | I 63,14%

Teachers 48,28% | D 51, 72%

Schools (as instiutions) 24,64% | | _ 75,35%
Non-governmental associations 25,57% | |— 74,43%
Local authorities 28,40% | ]_ 72,13%
Young people 11,78% —88,22%




5. Scolile ca actori 1n participarea tinerilor
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More 50% of the young people have never been

involved in an extra-curricular activity in their
schoaol
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Based on the question “Have you ever been involved in an extra-curricular activity in your schools, or when you
were in school?”
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Most of the young people can indentify a
representative structure for youth in their school

Based on the question “Is there a representative structure for the young people in your school?”

& Si
E No

*Consiglio d’instituto

*Consiglio di classe



Most of the young people feel that they part to the
decision taken in their class

Based on the question: “For each of the statements belowe please indicate the level that you think is relevant
for you”

Young people are well represented in my school

| take part to the decisions that affect me inside the school

It is easy for me to initiate actions in my school
H S|

. T . . E NO
| know where to go if | want to initiatiate actions in my school
& Non so

| take part to the decision taken in my school

| feel that teachers appreciate my opinion and take it into account

It is easy for me to state my opinion in class




6. Local authorities as actors in youth
participation
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Most of the young people have never been involved in
the activities developed by the local authorities

Based on the question “have you ever been involved in projects developed by local authorities?”
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Most of the young people believe that they are not well
represented at the level of local authorities

Based on the question “Are young people represented at the level of local authorities?”

| Si

H No

/"

sInformagiovani

*Consulta giovanile

*Organizationi

CGU




Most young people believe that they cannot
communicate their ideas to decision makers

Based on the question: “Foe each of the statements below please indicate the answer that you think is relevant

for you.”

It is easy for young people to find out information about the
local authorities

Young people ask for the help of local authorities whenh they
have an idea for the community they come from

Local authorities support young people in their initiatives

Local authorities can offer the resources to young people to
participate

Itis for young people to communicate their ideas to decision
makers

Young people are interested to help local authorities when
they take a decision that affect them

Local authorities are interested to consult young people when
they take a decision that affects them

I '

M Si
M No

kil Non so



/. NGOs as actors in youth participation
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More than half of the young people who responded don’t
know about any activity developed by an NGO in their
community

Based of the question “Is there any activity developed by an NGO in your community?”

» Spectacoli teatrali
» Corsi

. * Arci
mSi

H No




Many of the young people were never involved in an
activity developed by an NGO

Based on the question “Were you ever involved in an activity developed by an NGO?”
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* Progetti auropei
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Most young people feel that it is easy for them to
contact an NGO

Based on the question: “Foe each of the statements below please indicate the answer that you think is relevant

for you.”

There are more participation opportunities for the young
people involved in an NGO

| think and NGO is more power than an informal group of
young people

I think that my opinions would be valued in an NGO

There is a good collaboration between the NGOs and local
authorities

NGOs are interested to involved young people in their work

It is easy for me to convince an NGO to support my ideas

I know who to contact if | want to develop a project in my
community

It is easy for me to contact an NGO

I I I ! i

HSi
# No

i Non so



8. Volunteering as a form of participation
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Young people believe that volunteering is helping
other people without asking for anything in return

Based on the question: “What5 do you think is

volunteering?”
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Only 36% of the young people were volunteers

Based on the question “Were you ever a volunteer?”

B Si

B No




The primary cause that motivates young people to
become volunteers is to contribute to a worthy cause

Based on the question “What motivated you to become a volunteer?”

| believed i would contribute to a worth cause — 79

| wanted to be of help for the others [ 61
| gained professional experience [ s
| wanted to try something new _ 50
I had the opportunity to put my ideas into practice | 30
It made my CV more attractive [N 29
I made new friends [N 24

| gave me the opportunity to travel and meet new cultures — 19




Most young people were never volunteers because they did not
have information about it or because they did not have the
opportunty

Age h 1,24%
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Internet is the main communication tool

INTERNE]

.....
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ Imm

. PLIANTE
INTERNETUG =2 INTERNET. -
‘“; ;"‘,“,],TEIWIZIIII\IEA TELEVIZO M“AFISE-».,

MEDIA FACEBOOK =RADID- p‘z“ﬁ“r&i"i-‘ih IIE\"STE .,.llnESA

M A s s M E n I A veeon s IIARE DESPRE _Suciauzane

INTERNETU




